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On the evening of March 10, in a nationally televised address, Prime Minister Armando Villanueva
appealed for greater public support for the fight against guerrilla groups. He said at least 14,000
people have been killed in rebel-related violence since the Sendero Luminoso movement began
operations in May 1980. Villanueva said the government was authorizing security forces to
commandeer vehicles of state ministries to use against the guerrillas. "The resources of the state
and the government will be mobilized to give priority to the anti-insurgency struggle," he said.
On March 12, a congressional committee, the Special Commission for Study and Investigation
of Terrorism, announced that 336 people were killed in rebel-related violence in February. In
its monthly report, the commission, headed by Sen. Enrique Bernales of the United Left Party
(IU), said 12,965 people have been killed in the war with guerrillas since 1980. Early on March 11,
guerrillas fired a grenade at an armored police vehicle guarding the headquarters of the governing
Aprista Party. Although the grenade fell short of the vehicle, a bystander was wounded, and
nearby windows shattered, police reported. Police blamed the attack on guerrillas of the Tupac
Amaru Revolutionary Movement. This Movement was founded in 1984. On March 12, police
released two foreign Franciscan priests who were detained for three days on suspicion of having
links to guerrillas. Father Louis Armandt, 50, of France, and Father Jorge Ayulo Calderon, 60, of
Spain, were arrested March 9 by police in Huacho, some 130 km. north of Lima. Police said they
discovered firearms, military uniforms and subversive literature in the priests' possession. The
priests denied these allegations. Huacho Bishop Lorenzo Leon Alvarado said the arrest resulted
from a misunderstanding and that the Lima-based priests were vacationing in Huacho at the time of
their arrest. Local National Police commander, Ricardo Green, said the priests were arrested after an
anonymous telephone caller informed police that two suspicious civilians were in the area. He said
the arms were found near an automobile used by the two priests. (Basic data from AP, 03/11/89; AFP,
03/12/89)
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